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2173 




~ The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, nriay a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30} days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specrfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timefy filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on Dec 24, 2004 ^ 

2a) K This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-28 ' 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)0 Clalm(s) 



6)K Claim(s) 1-28 

DU Claim(s) 

8)0 Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or WD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant nnay not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some* clD None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s| 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(8|. 

21 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s|. 6) Q Other; 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Part of Paper No. 8 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The following is-aKguMiiion of the appropriate paragraphli^f U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections^under this sectioh^made in this QffiGe action: 




A person slaall be entitled to a patent i 

(b) tlpinvention was patented or describedMffia prafficfpublication in this or a fbreigif%Gimtry or in public 
use oipn^sale in this country, more than one J^an^jrior to the date of application for paten^ir^the United 
States. ^y-^^-^^^^.-^. 't ^ " 



C4 



Gl&ris 1-28 are rejected undcppms^^ as beikg anticipated by Da^i^i^et al. (US 



Patent No. 5,822,123). 



Regarding claim 1, Davis disclose&^plthod;;:^^^^^ future program action on a 



future prograrndfTformation display'c6mprisingr providing'^fufure program infonnation for a 



plurality of future; programs [an eleqlronic proglim schedulie^or cablecast arA5>prbgrams for a 
plurality of TV chaiirieis and.tuner for tuning plurality of chamiels..see BlVis col. 5, lines 48-671 



at least one future program 6eing4eleQted by a-user; pro#din^^^^ program actions 

menu, a plurality of future program actions for the selected future program, at least one future 
program action being selected by the user [..such highlighted information reminds the user and 
the service indicator.. see Davis col. 16, Hnes 4-38]; receiving the selected at least one future 
program and the selected at least one future program action from the user; and displaying the 
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future program information of the selected at least one future program with an indicator such that 
the indicator indicates the selected at least one future program action [..a logo icon appears in a 
wmdow directly above date/timeidentifier,! wh^hM^ displays the current date and 



5 ■ \ \ "^J-^a^ 



timc.see Davis col. 17, :liie%-5S67 and col. 18, lines 6-52]. 



Regarding^ claim 2, Davis disdoseswherein theinfficator is an actl&ri^iiescriptive icon 
[..all Usting icpnf in the top horizontal bfeiderLtile^fecafegory hsting.., see Dawcol. 18, lines 



53-67]. 



'MM' ^mw 



(L 9 



Regarding claim 3, Davis*diseloses wKein^ actions menu comprises 

features selected from the group consisting t)f4ietum?feature, allowing user to navigate back to 
preference menu, and a help fea^re, s|l|w^ to several dependent help 



categoriesj^toe^features being ablej^^^la;^^ Col. 19, lines %67). 



Regarding.plaim 4, Davis Vb^in the |e|ected'adeasf one future prograhMs indicated by 



X. 



highlighting (see pdr 20, lines 26-^). 1 ^4 . / 

Regarding claim 5, D^vis discloses whe^einthe future program^cfibns menu is displayed 
in a pop up window on the mbni|or dapplay^s^r^^ pivii|i^res 6-12). 



Regarding claim 6, Davis discloses wherein the selected at least one future program 
action includes actions selected from the group consisting of recording the selected at least one 
future program, notifying the user of the display schedule of the selected at least one future 
program, and preventing the display of the selected at least one future program (see col. 21, Hues 
1-65). 
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Regarding claim 7, Davis wherein the start and/or stop times of the selected at least one 
future program action does not match the start and/or stop times of the selected at least one future 



program (see col. 34, lines l-56)...-o v\ft^lf ff )) fc^ ^f^K 

Regarding claim^)8;, DiaVds discloses wherein the future prdgraniiactions menu includes a 
source option suchsthcNselected future\program action jviM'/affect all futiireisfderams from a 



user-specified ;s6urce (see Davis col. ZJ^^Ml^^^ ^ 

Regarding claim 9, Davis discloses a%achine-readable medium that provides 
instructions, which when exeeuted4)y^at4eas|G^e;pr0^^^ the at least one processor to 

perform -a^method compnsing: providing>futurerpf6^am information for a plurality«of?future . 
programs, at least one future program^b^ikgieiected;b3'"aPuser; [providing, on a future program 
actions meh%€.plurality of futike^pYbg^ future prograni^at least one 

tuture prograni;aGtion bemg selected^by^the user;^ receiving4he selected at least one future 



program and the selpted at least one future prb^am action^om the userviid'displaying the 
tuture program mformation of the selected at4east=^one future program witn an indicator such that 
the mdicator indicates the selected at>4eastpone.future prcipam^ction (see col. 37, lines 8-25 and 
figures 43A-47). 

As claims 10-28 are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 1-9 above. 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/24/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. V^^A'u' (( 1) /r^f 

On pages 9 of the'%er^&i-lcr Applicant argues that Davis^'^aolesi iiQt teach or suggest "at least 

one future program^ action being selecte^^Jw the user"^owever, the Ufnitalions as claimed set 
forth to reply uipn "When the user first'e^em^ mode and begihsiscanning 

channels, the schedule information appeariri^in^the^overlay portion describes the programs 
currently playing on any particular ehannelr:©^]^^^^ information for later 

or earUer||pes, the user employs the jjeft^^iiA arrows. As a consequence, the 



system will display future progipn schiljol^ the particular channel previously 

selected by^ther^up and down dirilsciidi^^ 

any other availaMie channel. The schedule infomatioh presented includes the name of the 
program and progr^start/stop time. The insfant embodinient of the syst^^ iff order to 



channel currently.b^ing viewed or 



conserve memory, willsnbt aj^w the user to^^|e>v ]m)granm infbnn^ifen for a time prior to 
the current time. The systenilco^ildbbs easily modified td^prdvixie such information if adequate 
memory is made available. It may be desirable, for example, to allow a user to view schedule 
information for an earlier time to find a particular show and then allow the user to command the 
microcontroller to find and display future airing dates of the show, or the microcontroller could 
simply do this automatically. When viewing program schedule information for a future time in 
the BROWSE mode, the displayed time of airing of the particular show is highlighted, as well as 
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the channel number and service indicator, as shown in FIG. 12 A. Such highUghted information 
reminds the user that he is viewing program schedule information for a future time. Also, when 
viewing program schedule infbrmatibrKoria future time on^any particular channel in the 
BROWSE mode, depressi^Svlf^^ channel up direction arrowlc^^^ori Jthe remote controller 
causes programniing jchedule information for the nextscliannel to appear/'l.which corresponds in 
time to the fuUire^time that was being vi^^^fco^eato^^ key was depresseS^bj^ user. The 



channel dowff direction arrow key functionsldenti(Mly in this mode. If while viewing program 



schedule information for a ftiture^ime in-BSTSW the ENTER key on 

the remoteieontroUer, the microfcontrollei^#A\^lki5ffistmGt the MDG 23 to display ailfivIINDER 
overlay message which, as shown injl|r a second overlay appearing above 

the BROWSl^vverlay. The REpVIlSg user as to whetheiJh^ 



should remiritpiq, user, at a pre|eterniin6& tiniefibef(Drc4h^ of the selectedjprpgram, that he 
or she would like,t(^yiew the selected program|as shown in,PIG. 13. If th#us^ responds 

r'/'^N ^^^^ > ) A V:^. 

affirmatively, the micrd^iontrQller stores remirideriifita consisting ofearfl^the channel, 
time and day of the selected ^rogfani/in a]Eerainder;huffeBwhith contains similar schedule 
information for all programs for which the user has set a reminder. At a pre-determined time 
before the selected program start time, for example, five minutes, the microcontroller 16 will 
retrieve schedule information, including title and service, based on the reminder data, and will 
instruct the VDG 23 to display a REMINDER overlay message on the television receiver, as 
shown in FIG. 14, to remind the user that he or she previously set a reminder to watch the 
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selected program. The REMINDER message contains the channel, service and start time. It also 
displays the number of minutes before the time of airing of the particular show and updates the 



display every minute until the time>oiairin|. Tlie REMINDER message also displays a "TUNE" 
mquiry, v^hich asks the uslr^ftsile would like to tune to the seiicte^#gram.'' which broadly 
read on Davis. " l^-,, ^.-^^8? ^W.^^- 

On pa,g^ a of the Remark, Appliijantcpgu^ does not teach,or%uggest 

"displayingjt^ Aiture program information ^afithe selected at least one future progMn with an 
indicator such that the indicator indieates4lie^li^^ program action". 

Howeveri^the limitations as claimed set^orthFtoA^eply^^on 'The pop-up hints conce&of the 

I < ^^^zH^K ! • 

present mvention also has utility in, and ma|^:be!readilpe^ to, many types of appUcations 
software pr^o^ms run on a personMiom^utery^^ processor. For example, user 

help that appears%i screen after a,predetermined peribCp&inactivity in a defined^context maybe 
used as follows. Existing hints oh..a computerjriinning a graphical operatirig^system appear only 
when the user mo ves^the screen indicator over^an^cm-screen control sucMs^a "button" or a menu 

^ ..... fl^-'^ % 

entry. If the user is a novice to c^mptiters-^t m be|rea&f apparent that the user may 
manipulate a mouse to move the on-screen indicator over on-screen controls. Using the present 
invention, the system may be configured to display a message after a predetermined period of 
inactivity, informing the user of his or her options whether or not the screen indicator is over an 
on-screen control." which broadly read on Davis. 
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Accordingly, the claimed invention as represented in the claims do not represent a 
patentable distinction over the art of record. 



f ^^if ^% ^ 



The priqrJaal made of record aiid%cte|!liedlup^^^ considered pertinenitciapplicant's 
disclosure. JflC)-892). % ^ 

5 . Applicant's amendnient-necessitatefth^ieviSgrom^ ection presented in this 

Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTIOI^S^lMii FIN A. See MPEP § 706#7(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extensi^i^|ae^;poliG^^ in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



A shoiSOTed" statutory peri^ilferr^^tb^ is set to expire THMEE 



MONTHS frqm the mailmg date ofrtKis^tioriLiln the^event^a irst reply is filecfwithin TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final actibi and the advilory action is*not^ailed until after 
the end of the THREE^ONTH shortened statutoiy period, then the sh^^ed statutory period 



will expire on the date the advispiy acfionyis [mailed, and^iiysextension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Response 




If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax number for this group 
is (703) 308-6606. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 
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